
per cantonment of 48,000. Construction of the camps went 
forward at the same rapid pace. Although tents were pro­
vided for housing the soldiers, a considerable number of 
wooden buildings were necessary, as well as water supply, 
sewerage, electric light, and roadway construction. The 
capacity of the camps reached 684,000, giving a total camp 
and cantonment capacity o f nearly a million and a half. 

The Regular Army divisions were trained in part at one or 
another of these 32 centers, in part as separate units at various 
Army posts. 

Troops had to be accommodated at many other points 
besides the 32 camps and cantonments. There were schools 
for training men for special services, such as the Artillery, 
Aviation, Engineer Corps, Chemical Warfare, Tank Corps, 
Quartermaster Corps. There were proving grounds and test­
ing fields. There were also large embarkation camps at New 
York and Newport News. For these purposes housing was 
constructed with a capacity for more than 300,000 men. 

INSTRUCTORS FOR TRAINING 4,000,000 MEN 

In the American Army there is one officer for each 20 men. 
This means that 200,000 officers were required for the army 
of 4,000,000 men. But when war was declared there were 
only 6,000 officers in the Regular Army. The National Guard 
divisions were fortunately able to furnish most of their own 
officers. After this source of supply had been exhausted, 
however, it was still necessary to secure some 180,000 officers 
elsewhere. 

The officers' training camp was the instrumentality that 
really solved the problem of securing the commissioned per­
sonnel of the American Army. The successful precedents 
of the Plattsburg camps were followed. Candidates for the 
camps were selected after rigid tests as to physical and mental 
qualifications, many Reserve Corps officers being included. 
Three months of intensive training put the prospective officers 
through all the tasks required o f the enlisted man and the 
duties of the platoon and company commander. This type 
o f training camp furnished the Army with nearly half its 
total number of officers and more than two-thirds of those 


